
BY NELSY RODRIGUEZ
nrodriguez@californian.com

Two churches with
strikingly similar names
may soon have nearby
addresses.

The Murrieta Planning
Commission approved two

requests Wednesday to
open houses of worship in a
business and industrial area
within the city.

Commissioners voted 4-
0, with Alan Long absent, to
allow the House of Praise
Church to establish an
evangelical church in a
9,600-square-foot suite at
41831 McAlby Court. In a
separate unanimous vote,
commissioners also agreed
to allow the House of Prayer
Church to establish an
Episcopal church in a
4,200-square-foot suite at

41598 Eastman Dr. The two
addresses are within a half a
mile from each other.

“It seems like maybe
we’re having a run on
churches, which is not a bad
thing,” said Commissioner
Greg Goodman.

Approximately 60 peo-
ple are active members of
the Episcopal church, city
planning officials said, and
as many as 100 people are
active members of the evan-
gelical church.

Once established, the
Episcopal church will hold

services Thursday evening
and Sunday morning,
Sunday school for children
and Tuesday evening prayer.
Approximately six members
of that church attended the
Wednesday hearing, but did
not speak during public
comment.

The evangelical church
will offer services Sunday, as
well as weekday Bible study
and, in partnership with a
Vista-area charter school,
the church will also offer

BY JOHN HUNNEMAN
hunneman@californian.com 

A Murrieta man faces up
to three years in prison after
being found guilty
Wednesday of animal cru-
elty for ripping the head off

a pet para-
keet.

How-
ever, after
deliberat-
ing for a
full day, the
seven-
woman,
five-man
jury did not
convict
Ezekiah
Tierrone

James, 31, of a vandalism
charge filed in connection
with the October 2009
incident.

James was taken into
custody immediately fol-
lowing the sentencing
because he was on proba-
tion for another conviction
— driving on a suspended
license — at the time he
decapitated the bird, said

BY CRAIG SHULTZ
cshultz@californian.com

Businesses in Temecula soon will
have to guarantee their employees
can work legally in the United States
before they can obtain a license from
the city.

The City Council on Tuesday
unanimously approved an ordi-
nance requiring businesses to use E-
Verify, a federal online database that
allows them to verify the status of
their newly hired workers.

All five council members

expressed support for the program
before they voted.

Most shared stories of how fami-
ly members immigrated to the
United States through legal chan-
nels.

Councilman Mike Naggar told of
the process his wife’s family went
through to move to the U.S. from the
Philippines.

“It can be done,” he said of legal
immigration. “Certainly, there is
some hardship that goes with it.”

Opponents of the E-Verify sys-
tem accuse it of racially profiling
workers.

“E-Verify knows no color, knows
no race, knows no creed. It only
knows a number,” Councilwoman
Maryann Edwards. “It’s the most
fair thing possible.”

Councilman Chuck Washington
added some levity to the debate.

“My family immigrated here as
well, probably not voluntarily,” said
Washington, who is black.

Washington suggested that,
along with approving the ordinance,
the city should set up a system help-
ing people who are in the country
illegally to gain legal residency or
citizenship.

“We can turn people who are
criminals into law-abiding citi-
zens,” he said.

Mayor Jeff Comerchero said E-
Verify is the right way to go.

“We’re not setting law; all we’re
doing is enforcing laws that are
already on the books,” he said.

Dear Editor:
This letter is in

response to “Who writes
these crazy letters, any-
how?” by J. Scribbler
(July 3), which was a
reply to “Silica dust will
harm illegal workers,
too,” penned by V.L. Raza
(June 29), who wrote in
response to “The only
granite we need is
between your ears” by
S.W. Hills (June 26), who
disagreed with “Your
mother wears Army
boots” by W.
McChrystal, which
appeared in your paper
on June 22.

I was inspired to write
this letter after reading
“In defense of good
prose” by W. Safire (June
17), which chastised the
letter, “Death of the
comma; and of the semi-
colon” by Gram Marr
(June 12), which was crit-
ical of “Maybe it really
was Adam and Steve” by
T. Capote (June 4), which
disagreed with “The
Right to Arm Bears” by
C. Heston (June 1).

Before taking pen in
hand, I reread “Why does
the new City Hall need
furniture?” by S. Pratt
(May 18), which took
dead aim at  “Fox News
rules” submitted by S.
Palin (May 14), which
challenged “Don’t blame
me; I voted for Nixon” by
H.R. Haldeman (May 9)
for disagreeing with 
“I’m rubber, you’re 
glue,” by Mister Rogers,
which appeared on 
May 4.

As I sat down at my
keyboard, the critical
views of letters such as
“Next thing you know,
they’ll build a mosque”
by Notinmy Backyard,
“What is it about the
words ‘ill beagle’ you
don’t understand?” by
Ima Vet (June 14) and
“Sticks and stones 
may break your 
bones” by How D. Duty
were still ringing in my
ears.

I was further motivat-
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BY JIM ROTHGEB
jrothgeb@californian.com

When Katie Morgan was a
teenager, her grandparents, Rex and
Irene Finley of Menifee, took her to
Detroit to watch grandpa play in a
national softball tournament. She
was a devoted fan and he loved to
have her around.

Once, as he walked to the plate,
Morgan stood up and shouted,
“Come on, Grandpa, hit a home
run!”

At that moment, her grand-
mother leaned over, smiled, and
delivered a little dose of reality.
Grandpa doesn’t hit home runs
anymore, Irene Finley said, he’s too
old.

“I think it was on the very next
pitch,” Morgan said with a laugh on
Wednesday.“He got hold of one. He
hit an inside-the-park home run.
My grandfather didn’t hit the ball
very far, but he could run real fast.”

Even Grandma Irene must have
been stunned.

That was 10 years ago when, at
age 79, Rex Finley must have
thought he hadn’t even reached his
prime playing in the National
Senior Softball Association.

Now, at 89, he’s still taking cuts,
still getting timely hits and still
amazing his family and friends.

This fall, he’ll be inducted into
the National Senior Softball Hall of
Fame in Mustang, Okla. He earned
that honor by playing on 13 nation-

Rex Finley, 89, still plays softball in the Sun City Senior League. He will be inducted into the National
Senior Softball Hall of Fame this fall and will throw out the first ball at the Lake Elsinore Storm game
Saturday at The Diamond. JAIME SCOTT LYTLE  |  jlytle@californian.com

Softball is lifelong love for future senior Hall of Famer

Robert Kirk, performing as Radical Rob, blows foam
formed from a mix of carbon dioxide gas and soap onto
children during the Make A Splash Into Reading pro-
gram at the Temecula Library on Wednesday. About 250
children were entertained by experiments using water
performed by Radical Rob and his Mad Science show.
HAYNE PALMOUR IV |  hpalmour@californian.com

See Sandlot, B5

Council approves status checks
E-Verify system
required for 
business licenses

See Checks, B5

See Bird, B5

Jury convicts
on animal
cruelty, but
not vandalism

Commissioners back two new churches
Evangelicals,
Episcopalians
to have more
worship sites

See Churches, B4


