
Judge Paul Dickerson.
“He’s been convicted of

a serious felony here,”
Dickerson said after granti-
ng Deputy District
Attorney Jason Stone’s
request that James be
remanded into custody.
“While on probation, he
has not paid any of his
fines.”

James had been free on
bail during the trial.
Sentencing has been set for
Aug. 6.

The trial began Monday

when Ramon Tinoco-
Martinez, who lived in the
complex on Aqua Vista —
off Murrieta Hot Springs
Road — along with his son
and the son’s girlfriend,
testified he saw James, in
the early morning hours of
Oct. 25, 2009 throw some-
thing at the glass patio
door of the apartment.

Tinoco-Martinez said
he had been awakened
minutes earlier by pound-
ing on the apartment door.

The family kept a bird
cage with several birds on
the patio of the first floor
apartment. When police
arrived, they discovered
the decapitated body of the

bird next to the patio door
and the severed head near-
by.

James took the stand in
his own defense Tuesday.
He denied he had killed the
bird and broken a nearby
window at the apartment.

He did admit coming to
the apartment complex late
that night, but said he was
visiting his brother and his
brother’s roommate, who
lived in the apartment
above Tinoco-Martinez,
and had been smoking
marijuana with the two
men.

James also said he’d
been “jumped” several
months before by two men

who were visiting Tinoco-
Martinez’s apartment and
that the men had hit him
and split his lip.

In his closing argument,
Stone said the attack was a
motive for James to return
to the apartment to cause
trouble.

Deputy Public Defender
Doug Kinion had argued
there was insufficient light
outside the apartment just
after 1 a.m., when the inci-
dent occurred, for Tinoco-
Martinez to positively
identify James.

Call staff writer John
Hunneman at 951-676-
4315, ext. 2603.

al championship teams —
all but one of them with the
legendary San Diego Silver
Hawks, who already have
placed eight members in
the Hall of Fame.

Most people agree
Finley is overdue for some
kind of recognition in the
sport.

“I tried to play golf for 32
years, but was never very
good at it,” Finley said. “I
played basketball and base-
ball as a kid, and some vol-
leyball. But softball is the
game I love the most.”

He has played in count-
less games, first in fast-
pitch as a boy and young
man growing up in Ohio
and then in the transition to
slow-pitch after he moved
to Southern California. He
estimates he’s spent about
$12,000 to $15,000 on
travel and expenses to earn
his 13 championships. And
he can remember when
wooden bats used to sell for
a few bucks at most, and
now the aluminum models
can cost up to $300.

“I’ve been fortunate
that I’ve never had any bro-
ken bones,” said the slen-
der-framed Finley, who
looks as though he could
play another 10 years,
despite outliving many of
his teammates. “I had a
split lip once, but the only
games I’ve missed were for
about two months when I
had an operation.”

Finley and about 100
members of the Sun City
Senior Softball League will
be honored by the Lake
Elsinore Storm on Saturday
night. Finley will throw out
the ceremonial first pitch
when the Storm face
Modesto at 7 p.m.

The Sun City league is
still going strong. Four
teams are playing every
Tuesday and Thursday
morning at Wheatfield
Park and that will grow to
about eight teams in the
winter league.

“Most of the guys have
played sports, so there is
some natural competition,”
said Finley, who built up his
legs working as a mail car-
rier for 32 years.“But I’d say
about 98 percent of us are
there just to have a good
time.”

Finley worked with his

granddaughter to land the
Hall of Fame induction. She
prepared a scrapbook filled
with records, rosters, tour-
nament results, photos,
and newspaper stories of
his life in senior slowpitch.
Since the Hall takes only
about 10 to 14 applicants
per year, Finley needed
three tries to finally win
induction. He said there are
more than 3 million seniors
actively playing softball
throughout the country.

“They called me during
dinner one night to let me
know I had been inducted,”
Finley said. “The first thing
I did was call my family.”

That turned into a pretty
big phone bill. The Finleys
have been married 69 years
and raised four children.
The extended list includes
13 grandchildren and 18
great-grandchildren. Many
of them will be in Phoenix
in October, when the
induction ceremonies will
be held during the next
world series tournament.

Among them will be
Grandma Irene, who has
seen thousands of games
and, according to her hus-
band, never once asked
“Are you going to play ball
again?”

And just like that day in
Detroit, she no doubt will
be very proud. Even at age
89, Rex Finley keeps hitting
home runs.

Call staff writer Jim
Rothgeb at 951-676-4315,
ext. 2621.
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A funeral service represents a family’s celebration 
of life, a fi nal farewell to their loved one. Knowing 
this, we go beyond what is expected to ensure the 

ceremony is beautiful and memorable...a truly 
fi tting tribute to that special life. 

We invite you to visit us to meet our staff and tour 
our facility. We think you‘ll be pleased to fi nd that 

celebrating life is our fi rst priority. 

Celebrating Life in the Inland Empire Since 1888

Celebrating Life

FINER SERVICES • LOWER COST • 951-679-1114

Sun City FD#1225

27010 Encanto Dr.
(951) 679-1114

Lake Elsinore FD#120

126 E. Graham Ave.
(951) 679-3141

Perris FD#839

385 W. Fourth St.
(951) 657-5178

Thaddeus M. Luyben Jr., David Luyben, Justin P. Luyben, Thaddeus M. Luyben. Sr.

Evans-Brown Mortuaries

 * Visit www.BCDaylight.com for details.

BE ONE OF THE FIRST 25 TO BOOK AN INSTALLATION AND 

GET A FREE $25 GIFT CARD*

�  Brightening San Diego homes for over 18 years!
�  Certifi ed Leakproof Installation in only 2 Hours

�  Save more with a 30% Federal Tax Credit*

Visit www.BCDaylight.com and get 
the daylight makeover you deserve.

Brighter Concepts
of San Diego

Solatube® Premier Dealer

(888) 200-5271
Lic # 847890

HOMED AY L I G H TMAKEOVERDOUBLE THE DAYLIGHT BUNDLESAVE $100

Refl ections
Remembrances

Condolences

Carrie Lynn
Dixon, 79

          OCEANSIDE --      
Carrie Lynn Dixon of 
Oceanside, Calif., born in 
Augusta Kansas, passed 
away on Friday, July 2, 
2010 in Poway, Calif., 
after a long courageous 
struggle with a lung 
disease.                                  
      She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Nina 
(Jones) Scearcy and Neil 
Scearcy.  She is survived 
by her sister, Patricia K. 
Hovis-French of Kansas 
City; her children, Kathie 
Duncan of Poway and 
Michael Powell of   
Escondido; grandchildren, 
Matt Duncan, Andrew 
Duncan, Laurel Duncan, 
Gemma Winkelman and 
Starr Powell.                        
        She loved cats, the 
woods, flowers, the 
ocean, and square  
dancing. She was deeply 
involved in religion and 
family genealogy.               
       Peace be with you.
Sign the Guest Book online 

   obits.nctimes.com

Virginia
Blake, 83

Wife, devoted Mother,  
and Grandmother.

          ESCONDIDO --      
  Virginia Blake passed 

away at  home on Friday, 
July 9, 2010, surrounded 
by her children and 
grandchildren.  She was 
born March 8, 1927 in 
Hemet, Calif.                       
     Virginia was a graduate 
of Hemet High School, 
Class of 1945, and 
Chaffey Junior College, 
Class of 1947.                      
       Virginia was a member 
of PTA, Girl Scouts of 
America, and First 
Congregational Church.  
She was an avid gardener, 
quilter, and San Diego  
Padres Fan. She enjoyed 
spending time with her 
children, grandchildren, 
and her wonderful 
neighbors. 
    Virginia instilled the 

importance of serving 
others to her four children 
who pursued careers as a 
nurse, professor, teacher, 
and occupational 
therapist. She made 
"patchwork" quilts for the 
elderly and homeless 
right up until the week  
before she died.                   
      Virginia was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Ernest Blake.  She is 
survived by her children, 
Nancy Booth (Gordon), 
Don Blake (Laurie), Judy 
Muren (Don), and Patty 
Mulcahy (Geno). She was 
the proud grandmother to 
13 wonderful grandchildren 
and four beautiful great- 
granddaughters. 
   A Celebration of Life 

will be held at 1 p.m.,  
Saturday, July 17, at First 
Congregational Church 
in Escondido.                       
       Contributions can be 
made in Virginia Blake’s 
honor to the First    
Congregational Church 
or your favorite 
philanthropic organization. 

Sign the Guest Book online
obits.nctimes.com

Obituaries
Place an ad online at obits.nctimes.com

Serving North County since 1964

ALLEN BROTHERS 
MORTUARY,MORTUARY, INC. INC.

VISTA CHAPELVISTA CHAPEL
1315 S. Santa Fe Ave. • Lic. # FD-11201315 S. Santa Fe Ave. • Lic. # FD-1120

(760) 726-2555(760) 726-2555
SAN MARCOS CHAPELSAN MARCOS CHAPEL

435 N. Twin Oaks Valley Rd. • Lic. # FD-1378435 N. Twin Oaks Valley Rd. • Lic. # FD-1378

(760) 744-4522(760) 744-4522

Matilda T.
Hedrick, 69

         OCEANSIDE --
    Matilda T. Hedrick 

passed away Sunday, July 
11, 2010.  She was born 
January 10, 1941 in 
Freshwater Newfoundland, 
Canada.                                 

She will be remembered 
for her kind heart and 
willingness to please 
others.                                    

She is survived by her 
husband, Charles; her 
four children, Terry, 
Chuck, Dwayne, and  
Sherri; a daughter-in-law; 
four granddaughters; four 
sisters; a brother; and two 
granddogs.                            

A viewing will be 
held at 8:30 a.m., Monday, 
July 19, at Eternal Hills 
Memorial Park, 1999 S. 
El Camino Real,       
Oceanside, with funeral 
services following at 10 
a.m. Her interment will 
be at Riverside National 
Cemetery. 
Sign the Guest Book online

obits.nctimes.com

Family DentistryFamily Dentistry  ••  Cosmetic RestorationCosmetic Restoration
Dear Neighbors,
   I grew up in a small town where everyone knew the family dentist. I strive to create 

that comfortable atmosphere here in my practice.

   If you or someone you care about is looking for a small, friendly, family-oriented 

dental team that prides itself in the quality of treatment it provides, give us a call. We’d 

love to give you a tour and discuss your dental concerns so you can decide if we are a 

good match for you and your family.

Jolene C. Diez, DDS, Inc.
25405 Hancock Ave., Suite 205
Murrieta, CA 92562 • Walsh Medical Arts Building

951•696•5005

Creating Happy, 
Healthy, and

Lasting Smiles

• US Military
• Pechanga

Now Accepting the Dental Plans of:
• Southwest Healthcare
• City Employees

• School Districts
• Abbott

Sandlot
Continued from Page B1

“We’re obligated to enforce
the law, and that’s the law.”

Temecula joins Lake
Elsinore and Menifee as
Southwest County cities
that have adopted the E-
Verify system in the past
month.

More than two dozen
people addressed the coun-
cil, with all but three urging
support of the ordinance.

Speakers on both sides
of the immigration issue
had participated in concur-
rent rallies outside City
Hall before the council

meeting began.
The law will take effect

Jan. 1, when business
licenses come up for
renewal.

Call staff writer Craig
Shultz at 951-676-4315,
ext. 2625.

Checks
Continued from Page B1

Bird
Continued from Page B1

Rex Finley, 89, who will be inducted into the National
Senior Softball Hall of Fame in the fall, awaits a pitch
in the catcher’s position during a recent game in the
Sun City Senior League.
JAIME SCOTT LYTLE  |  jlytle@californian.com

“All we’re doing is
enforcing laws

that are already
on the books.”

JEFF COMERCHERO
Temecula mayor


